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with them I saw that it was not through books
that one could impart training of the spirit.
Just as physical training was to be imparted
through physical exercise, and the intellec-
tual through intellectual exercise, even so
the training of the spirit was possible only
through the exercise of the spirit. And
this depended on the life and character of
the teachex. It would.be idle for me, if
I -were a liar, to teach my boys to tell
the truth. A coward of a teacher would
never succeed in making his boys valiant,
and a stranger to self-restraint could
never teach his pupils self-restraint. I saw
therefore that I must be an eternal object
lesson for the boys and girls living with

me."1

Here Mahatma Gandhi's position is not only
educationally sound but he is also acting in the
true spirit of Hinduism. In Hinduism conduct
is more important than belief. It gives freedom
to the individual to hold whatever religious beliefs
he may choose, butit enjoins a strict code of ethical
practice. Theism, atheism, scepticism and agnos-
1 C. F. Andrews,   Mahatma Gandhi, His own Story, pp.
203-04.